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throughout by breadth of fine and kindly sympathies, and by a sense of 
the character of religion as a light and a power that from within control 
all the social fulfilments of our nature. — For the promised further vol- 
umes, Dr. Jones may be assured of a warm welcome. The book on 
Boehme will meet a real need. The English-speaking peoples can scarcely 
be proud of their work in the historical exposition of the great philosophers ; 
and Boehme has been specially neglected. In dealing with Boehme, 
moreover, Dr. Jones will have the advantage of a more strictly defined 
field than in the present volume, and hence of greater concentration and 
unity of treatment. The volumes on the life and history of the Society of 
Friends will be still more welcome. The Friends have long been silent 
amongst us ; or have had a literature of their own which the great world 
has not read. It will be a benefit to the whole of society if, in books that 
command the general interest by literary power as well as by the intrinsic 
interest of the story, their brave and admirable history becomes more 
widely known. 

G. J. Blewett. 
Victoria College, Toronto. 

Faith in Man. The Religion of the Twentieth Century. By Gustav 
Spiller. London, Swan Sonnenschein & Co., 1908. — pp. vi, 190. 
Mr. Gustav Spiller is the secretary of the " International Union of Ethi- 
cal Societies, ' ' and he has written this book in the interests of that move- 
ment, — "to give a systematized and clear exposition of the new ethics, — 
of the ethical movement outside the ethical societies and within them. ' ' 
' ' Its chief purpose is to assist in the establishment of the new ethics as the 
new religion." Religion, art, ethics, science, social reform, philosophy 
and education are briefly interpreted in the light of "the new faith," — 
which is summarized in part as follows : "We are to trust to social, civic 
and democratic effort for the purpose of ensuring human salvation ; no 
powers outside nature need either be dreaded or appealed to ; nature itself 
is passive, if not friendly, towards our endeavors and is to man, armed 
with scientific insight, as the clay to the potter. . . . Human solidarity in 
motive and end is the goal of the new faith." 

It is difficult to pronounce judgment on such a book without obscuring 
its merits. For it is wholly lacking in good reasons. It contains scarcely 
a generalization or critical observation that is not crude and open to easy 
refutation. Its optimism is shallow, its tone is lacking in mellowness, as 
though its author had not sufficiently meditated on ancient truths. The 
style serves to accentuate these defects, — many pages reading like a news- 
paper advertisement of the accomplishments of mankind. And there is a 
tedious bragging about all things modern, that is like to evoke more aver- 
sion than applause. And yet in the main the book is both sound and 
wholesome. It is a faithful though unreasoned representation of the better 
aspirations of the present-day secular consciousness. 
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The key to the new faith lies in the statement that society is "a democ- 
racy working out its own salvation." It follows that "the new ethics must 
encourage individuality ; it must insist on a high-purposed private, family, 
professional and civic life ; it must emphasize respect and love for one' s 
neighbor and for man ; it must laud a character that stands square to the 
winds of temptation and misfortune, — all these qualities it is bound to 
reverence ; but the supreme object of care must be the improving and the 
perfecting of the political and social fabric." All this is right-minded, 
and the hopefulness that lies behind it makes it tonic. 

From a philosophical point of view one must complain of the cavalier 
way in which religion is dismissed, — for "the establishment of the new 
ethics as the new religion ' ' amounts virtually to a denial of what is tradi- 
tionally, popularly, and reflectively supposed to be religion. ' ' Men are 
turning from theology to science. " It is scarcely necessary to point out that 
such generalizations entirely miss the import of great contemporary move- 
ments ; and that they involve the ancient and perennial folly of overlook- 
ing man's dependence on a larger environment than that which is sounded 
and controlled by the laws of physics. 

Ralph Barton Perry. 
Harvard University. 

Modern Thought and the Crisis in Belief. By R. M. Wenley. The 

Macmillan Company, New York, 1909. — Pp. xviii, 364. 

Professor Wenley' s volume consists of lectures given at the University 
of Michigan on the Baldwin foundation, — a lectureship instituted there by 
the Protestant Episcopal Church " for the Establishment and Defence of 
Christian Truth." The author surveys with highly commendable frank- 
ness the difficulties and problems which beset religious thought by reason 
of the drift of modern scientific belief ; and the assistance which he is able 
to bring turns upon his applying to the situation in some detail the orthodox 
philosophical idealism regnant in our universities. The result is the pro- 
duction of a book of marked interest and integrity of thought, which must 
prove of great service both to the clergy and to the educated general public. 

The first four lectures, — half the book, — are taken up by the introduc- 
tory statement of the problem, and by a summary of the intellectual 
achievements of the past century that are responsible for most of our pres- 
ent unrest in religion. The data and inferences which now dominate 
conviction in the fields of natural science, of history and historical 
criticism, are here so marshalled as to form a tremendous indictment of 
traditional religious interpretation and dogma. But facts are facts, and I 
know of no more commendable brief summary of the present cultural 
situation than these chapters afford. 

It would be a mistake to infer, however, that the entire book is but 
another of the destructive and negative discussions so abundant in these 
times, in which criticism outruns construction. In the last lectures the 



